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1Peter 1:6-9 (NKJV)

“In this you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while, if need be, you
have been grieved by various trials,
“that the genuineness of your faith,
being much more precious than gold
that perishes, though it is tested by
fire, may be found to praise, honor,
and glory at the revelation of Jesus
Christ, *whom having not seen you
love. Though now vou do not see
Him, yet believing, vou rejoice with
jov inexpressible and full of glory,
“receiving the end of your faith—the
salvation of your souls.

Introduction

TEST

= is a word that some people are
afraid to face.

= is a word that some people want to
avoid.

« is a word that some people do not
value.

« is a word that most people do not
understand deeply.

Test is a challenge or difficult
situation allowed by God for the
purpose of strengthening faith.

As believers of Christ, we need to
understand the following purpose of
our testing;

1. Testing brings out our true
character.

a. At times of need - God brings the
best in us as we make a stand on our
faith in Him and as we continue on
following Hirm.

2 Kings 20:1-6

'In those days Hezekiah was sick and
near death. And Isaiah the prophet,
the son of Amoz, went to him and
said to him, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Set
your house in order, for you shall die,
and not live.” *Then he turned his
face toward the wall, and prayed to

the Lord, saying, **Remember
now, O Lord, 1 pray, how I have
walked before Youin truthand witha
loval heart, and have done what was
good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah
wept bitterly. *And it happened,
before Isaiah had gone out into the
middle court, that the word of the
Lord came to him, saying, **Return
and tell Hezekiah the leader of My
people, “Thus says the Lord, the God
of David your father: “I have heard
your prayer, | have seen your tears;
surely I will heal you. On the third
day you shall go up to the house of
the Lord. “And I will add to your days
fifteen years. I will deliver vou and
this city from the hand of the king of
Assyria; and [ will defend this city for
My own sake, and for the sake of My
servant David.™

b. At times of victory - Al the
midst of success that God brings
to our lives, our character is
tested if we will proclaim to other
people God's greatness or our self
accomplishments,

2 Chronicles 32:31

However, regardingtheambassadors
of the princes of Babylon, whom
they sent to him to inquire about the
wonder that was done in the land,
God withdrew from him, in order to
test him, that He might know all that
was in his heart.

c. At both times of victory and
of meed - When we are strong
spiritually, the enemy searches at
the weaker points in our lives and
attempt to test them.

Luke 4:1-2

"Then Jesus, being filled with the
Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into
the wilderness, *being tempted
for forty davs by the devil.
And in those days
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He ate nothing, and
afterward, when they had
ended, He was hungry.

2. Testing is God's way of refining
us.

a. God tests us not to trip us nor to watch
us fall, but to deepen our capacity to obey
Him, thus to develop and to refine our
character.

Genesis 22:12, 1518

2And He said, “Do not lay vour hand an
the lad, or do anything to him; for now
I know that you fear God, since you
have not withheld your son, your
only son, from Me.”

“Then the Angel of the Lord called
to Abraham a second time out of
heaven, "and said: “By Myself
I have sworn, says the Lord,
because you have done this
thing, and have not withheld
your son, vour only sen—
"blessing 1 will bless
vou, and multiplying
I will multiply your
descendants  as  the
stars of the heaven and
as the sand which is
on the seashore; and
vour  descendants

shall possess

the gate of their

enemies. *In  your

seed all the nations
of the earth shall be
blessed, because you
have obeyed My voice.”

continue on pagei2 >

Rev. Morrell B. Estrellado

Associate Pastor
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e world is home to the richest culture, heritage, and history,
nhich began in the creation of the Lord. To commemorate the
diverse ways of life and cultures of different countries, United Christian
Academy (UCA) and UCA College of Asia (UCACOA) celebrated the
Festival of Cultures from November 12-27, Wednesday to Friday.

Students from high school and college creatively prepared
exhibits representing different countries, showcasing the abundant
culture of each community that signifies their mark as a nation.
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Both online and face-to-face students had an enjoyable moment playing the booth games
during the festival of cultures.
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Aside from exhibits, students were welcome at the UCA stage to
perform their original presentations, highlighting culture, connection,
unity, and camaraderie among nations. The event also featured
fun-filled and interactive booth games that students got to play and
enjoy both face-to-face and online.

The week was filled with delightful activities that allowed students
to learn in a fun and engaging way. Truly, UCA programs continue to
mold students holistically. Praise the Lord for His goodness! -4
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At was a fun event for all of the students. The program gave them an opportunity to learn and enjoy at the same time.
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The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some caunt slackness, but is longsuffering towdrd
us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

November 23, 2025



The high school and college sudents set-up their exhibit at the UCA Multi-purpose Hall. The place was filled with

So Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will
appedr o second time, apart from sin, for salvation.
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Even distance learning students joined in the fun and joy of impressive cultural
perfarmances. Wearing costumes that represent longstanding ideals and values,
they danced with confidence and charisma while holding their props and
creatively-made costumes, with most of them handsewn by their parents.
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when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all thase who
believe, because our testimony among you was believed.
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performances. They showed enthusiasm and interest in discovering and portraying diverse and unique
v i cultures, Each country differs from one culture to another, but each also possesses its own unigueness that
makes it special and extraordinary.

GI‘ia de 7J‘to Though limited by distance, the online students from Grades 7 to 12 actively participated in their cultural
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Bali has its own traditional calendar, called th|
“Pawukon,” which consists of 210 days instes
of 365. Many festivals »~- danr~= follp- *hi
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Thank you, have a safe

Journey!

Students share interesting trivias and unique traditions
unknown to many.
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Even at the comfort of their homes, the cn!me studenrs participate in all school actrwtres and make fun experiences with their
classmates and teachers. After all, it is the goal of UCA to engoge even d:stance Feamers in meaningful learning.

RAINEOW BISCUITS
WITHICING TORS

For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.
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Highlighting the beauty of East Asian culture in China, Japan, and South Korea, the Grades 1
to 3 students graced the stage with traditional dances and music, showcasing their countries
thriving culture and unigue characteristics. The pre-school pupils also performed an adorable

song-and-dance number featuring greetings in different languages and GCod's love for all the
children in the world.

g talents "the;e kidls pud!y

Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him.
And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.
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Recreating cultural performances in the modern times gives students a chance to explore traditions,
customs, and cultures, including clothes, food, language and many maore.

"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. ?In My Father’s house are
many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. l

November 23,2025 UCF VOICEOF THE VISION | 7



9 Students turn their performances into an interactive and informative play that caught the interest of
E 5 —P‘:) the live audlanoa Their talents and creatswty stoo-d out throughout their performances.

The festival of cultures gave the students a glfmpae of the symbaolic hle‘.toryr and development of
each country. They showed how the culture has evolved throughout time.

Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were foud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this
K world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”
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The students' hard work, creativity, and talents were recognized as they receive their badges for special
/ awards. Their days of preparation paid off with the excellent execution of their exhibits and performances.
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The students' parents, guardians, and loved ones alse show their

Through such programs, their God-given talents and skills are discovered and nurtured.

TN

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death
spread to all men, because all sinned.
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4 fajfg m ‘ Wearing their colorful costumes and bright smiles, students pose together to snap photos as memorabilia
of their wonderful experience this cultural festival. What a great way to cap off this joyous program!
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The joy of being part of this program is evident in the faces of the students.
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Thank You, Lord, for the opportunity for students to have o mndérﬁ.r.‘ experience of learning be:w:na‘ the four walls of their classroom.
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But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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One of the most memorable parts of the Cultural Day was when we
presented each Asian country. | could really see the effort that each
grade level put into their presentations, and | enjoyed watching
because | noticed how evernyone supported each other. You could
feel how students encouraged one another and worked together.
The teamwork and encouragement were truly heartwarming.

z No one pressured you. They just supported and
motivated you. | thank the Lord for letting me be in

this kind of school.
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Grade 12 Student

During the Cultural Day; | enjoyed the process of making the exhibit
and our practice because it brought everyone together, which made
our bond stronger than ever. | learned that no matter what our
differences in language or appearance may be, we're still made by
- the sarne Creator, and that is God! It remninds us to
ahways love one another despite the differences.
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Grade 10 Student
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The best part of the event /s how the grade levels were able to
show the unique culture of different countries in Asia.
The most interesting thing | learned that day is the

simple greeﬁngs that were taught by the groups.
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' Grade 9 Student

*Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.
BFar if when we were enemies we were recanciled to God through the death of His Son, much more,
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. l

November 23,2025

Students shared their experiences and memorable moments during this wonderful occasion.
Aside from the culture learnt from other countries, the camaraderie among them, the suppart
they showed each other, and the love that bonded them all are really evident in this big family.

The most memorable part of Cultural Day for me was preparing for
the exhibit and the presentation. It stood out because | created new
memories with my classmates, and even though the preparation
was stressful, being with them made everything enjoyvable.
| also enjoyed the exhibit, where we showcased the food of

Thailand. Seeing the kids engaged with our display
"4 and asking questions about Thailand's food made
the experience even more enjoyable,

Grade 10 Student

| enjoyed watching the cultural presentations the most because
| got to witness the beauty of what each country has to offer.
The performances helped me appreciate the
traditions of different countries even more. [ learned
how rich, unigue, and meaningful each cufture is.
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Grade 9 Student

The most memarable part was getting awards and the presentation

itself because it was super fun and we got to bond with our classmates,

1 while still learning and being happy. The awards were

also memorable because these show the students'
hardwork, talents, and self mﬁh
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Grade 7 Shldent
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b. God tests us, who even live
righteously, to get rid of the garbage
that the world has corrupted us—
idols, materialistic lifestyle, and
worldly degrading siandards. Then,
we can grow faster without these
baggages.

Psalms 11:5

The Lord tests the righteous, But
the wicked and the one who loves
violence His soul hates.

¢ God refines us even in how we
think, how we speak, and how we live
in this world, as a testimony to the
people surrounding us.

Philippians 4:8-9

“Finally, brethren, whatever things
are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever
things are pure, whatever things are
lovely, whatever things are of good
report, if there is any virtue and if
there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things. “The things
which you learned and received and
heard and saw in me, these do, and
the God of peace will be with you.

3. Testing teaches us about
commitment to God.

Genesis 22:7-8

“But Isaac spoke to Abraham his
father and said, “My father!® And he
said, "Here I am, my son.” Then he
said, “Look, the fire and the wood,
but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” *And Abraham said, “My
son, God will provide for Himself the
lamb for a burnt oftering,” So the two
of them wenl together.

a. God tests us to prove that we love
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Him more than anvthing in this
world, even what He has promised
and given to us.

b. God strengthens our character and
deepens our commitment to Him and
His perfect timing. God always wants
to remind us that He has the ability to
provide.

4. Testing brings transformation
tous.

John 8:46-47

““Which of you convicts Me of sin?
And if 1 tell the truth, why do you not
believe Me? He who is of God hears
God’s words; therefore vou do not
hear, because you are not of God.”

a, God challenges us to test that He
really exists so that we believe and
seek Him more in our lives.

b. God also challenges us to know if
we will be willing to follow Him on
what we have discovered of Him.

Challenge

Romans 8:35-39

#Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? *As it is
written: “For Yoursake we arekilledall
day long; We are accounted as sheep
for the slaughter” TYet in all these
things we are more than conguerors
through Him who loved us. *For 1
am persuaded that neither death nor
life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things
to come, *nor height nor depth, nor
any other created thing, shall be able
to separate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

«Indeed, we are more than conguerors
in all these things!
+ Pass the test and preach the Gospel!

Write the points to remember from the
sermon as you seek Cod in your life.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
900 AM [Paranaque)

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
300 PM [Cabuyao;Laguna)
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