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Hebrews 11:1-3 (NKJV)

'Now faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen. 2For by it the elders obtained
a good testimony. By faith we
understand that the worlds were
framed by the words of God, so that
the things which are seen were not
made of things which are visible.

Introduction

Faith is an essential part of a believer.
Without faith, it is difficult, and
almost impossible for a believer to
walk with God.

What is Faith?

Faith is trusting and believing to
someone not seen. It is a heavenly
hope instilled in the heart of the
believer. Faith brings forth assurance,
salvation, and righteousness for a
believer.

1. Faith brings forth assurance.
Hebrews 10:22 (NIV)

Let us draw near to God with a
sincere heart and with the full
assurance that faith brings, having
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us
from a guilty conscience and having
our bodies washed with pure water.

Romans 4:19-21 (NKJV)
YAnd not being weak in faith, he did
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not consider his own body, already
dead (since he was about a hundred
years old), and the deadness of
Sarah’s womb. °He did not waver
at the promise of God through
unbelief, but was strengthened
in faith, giving glory to God, and
being fully convinced that what He
had promised He was also able to
perform.

IL. Faith brings forth salvation.
John 3:16 (NKJV)

For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV)

8For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, °not
of works, lest anyone should boast.

Il Faith brings forth
righteousness for the believer.
Romans 4:3 (NKJV)

For what does the Scripture say?
“Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness.”

Genesis 15:5-6 (NKJV)

5Then He brought him outside and
said, “Look now toward heaven,
and count the stars if you are able
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to number them.” And He said to
him, “So shall your descendants
be.” °And he believed in the Lord,
and He accounted it to him for
righteousness.

Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV)

But without faith it is impossible to
please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is, and that He
is a rewarder of those who diligently
seek Him.

Numbers 25:10-13 (NKJV)

“Then the Lord spoke to Moses,
saying: "“Phinehas the son of Eleazar,
theson of Aaron the priest, has turned
back My wrath from the children of
Israel, because he was zealous with
My zeal among them, so that I did not
consume the children of Israel in My
zeal. PTherefore say, ‘Behold, I give
to him My covenant of peace; ®and it
shall be to him and his descendants
after him a covenant of an everlasting
priesthood, because he was zealous
for his God, and made atonement for
the children of Israel.”

IV. The Object of our Faith

The world offers us false objects of
faith:

- Earthly riches

- Human strength

- Institutions (family, government,

Even in our darkest times, we hold
fast to our faith in the Lord, for He
gives us the assurance that He
: Is always with us.

education, economy, religion)

But all of these will fail and cannot
bring forth assurance, salvation, and
righteousness for us. The true and
real object of our faith should be God
alone.

Psalm 40:4 (NKJV)

Blessed is that man who makes the
Lord his trust, and does not respect
the proud, nor such as turn aside to
lies.

Proverbs 29:25 (NKJV)

The fear of man brings a snare, but
whoever trusts in the Lord shall be
safe.

John 14:1 (NKJV)
Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me.

John 6:68-69 (NKJV)

%But Simon Peter answered Him,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life. ®Also
we have come to believe and know
that You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.”

Conclusion
The faith of the believer that brings
forth assurance, and

the

salvation,

righteousness enables also

continue on page 16 >>



UCA RETREAT Bﬂt upon a vision and establised

’ ’ » ’ o fulfill the call of God, UCA
Expeviencing Goda (adhfuliess o s e st s
share the Good News toits students.
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UCA students from various grade
\ - ‘\m, '.‘lq ” levels wholeheartedly participated
in the retreat with hearts yearning
to experience Gods greatness. This
three-day program was filled with
praise and worship, group devotions,
and meaningful sessions that allowed
them to know God more and in their
relationship with the Lord. Indeed, the

el 7 Lord demonstrated His faithfulness
Q22 \ \ Yop by touching the hearts of those people
who earnestly seek Him, having their
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PRAISE AND WORSHIP
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The students pour out their hearts to God
as they sing praises and thanksgiving. They
have experienced a miraculous move of
God's hands in their lives as they offer a pure
heart before Him. Truly, where the Spirit of
God is, there is freedom and new life!

I am really grateful for being
a part of UCA Retreat 2022. | am
very overwhelmed and emotional
during the praise and worship

feel like this is the best expenence
| ever had in my thirteen
years of life.

GLEN CALEB DILLA

Altogether, students worship God and lift up their lives to Him. (GRADE 6)

Students' creativity, wit, and teamwork
were challenged during the cheering
competition. They have worked hand-
in-hand to perform their best together
with their classmates and friends. What
a joyful day in the Lord!

My best experience here in
UCA Retreat 2022 are the sessions,
games like cheering and group
activities lalo na ang Amazing
Race. Nakakapagod pero they
are all exciting and very
challenging.

Students perform their team cheering with grace and confidence. They enjoy the company of their
classmates, allowing their creative juices to be one in unity. Teachers alos had fun watching them.

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
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GROUP GAMES
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For the first day of the program, various
group games were greatly enjoyed by the
participants. Students from all ages were
welcome to join the fun and exciting games.
These activities are avenues for meeting new
friends and getting closer to one another.

Ang experience ko ay masaya
at lalo akong lumapit kay God.
Marami rin akong naging kaibigan.
Masaya rin ang games dahil sa
teamwork.

Because of the games prepared beforehand, the students are challenged not just physically, but also
mentally. The games teach students to discover how they can work together as they face challenges.

@
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One of the highlights of this year's UCA
Retreat is the Amazing Race that did not
only test their mental and problem-solving
skills, but it also tested their physical
strength and agility. As they run the race,
they unite as one to ensure their victories.

Ang pinakabest experience
ko ay ang lalong napapalapit sa
Lord tiyaka ang Amazing Race.
Napapalapit din ako sa mga
classmate ko at sa iba pa na
hindi ko kakilala.

Regardless of their age, gender, and status, all of the students spend a blissful afternoon filled with smiles
and laughs as they journey through different parts of Mt. Tabor to fulfill their given tasks.

¥l The joy from the Lord unifies the bond of the
students, along with their friends, classmates, and
teachers, creating between them a harmonious
relationship built in the foundation of Christ.

The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. Instead He is patient with you, not

wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
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Assigned devotion leaders gathered their
groups to share about God's Word and
encouraged them in continuing to know g
Him. Each one also shared their testimonies

on how they experienced God, which also
served as encouragement to them.

4 Nakaka-enjoy ang Amazing
| Race dahil marami akong
 nakilalang mga schoolmate at mas
nakilala ko rin ang mga classmate
ko. Sa devotion naman ay mas
naging malapit ako kay .

Lord at nakarinig rin ako

- ng Word of God. :

@

SESSIONS

@
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UCF pastors led sessions wherein they
emphasized about walking in the light.
During these sessions, students were
also enlightented as they were given the
opportunity to ask questions which were
answered by the pastors.

na- expenence ko

retreat isthe freedom in God.Then,
nag-enjoy ako noong first day sa
praise and worship, games, and
bonding with new people. Then, on
the second day, | enjoyed /
the teaching of pastor
about forgiveness.

The students attentively listen to therpastors as they discuss about Christianity and what the Lord wants
to reveal to them.

And the heavens proclaim His righteousness, for He is a God of justice.
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WATER BAPTISM

As Jesus allows to reveal Himself to the souls
who truly seeks Him, the students who have
experienced the love and forgiveness from the
Lord have decided to follow Him and declare
to their hearts that they are now a changed
person and accepted Christ in their life .
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We celebrate and give thanks to the life of this students who have decided to follow Jesus Chrst and chose to walk in the light and turn away from their old lives.

The students have a wonderful
time eating delicious food together
with their friends and classmates.
Having a fun and enjoyable bond and
conversations with them makes them
more closer to each other.

On the last day of
the retreat at Mt
Tabor, through a
piece of paper that
was attached to
the back of their
clothes, students
wrote their meaingful
messages to their
fellow classmates and
schoolmates whom
they got to know
even better during
the three-day spirit-
filed and enjoying
program.

Thank You Lord! You opened this
opportunity for them to experience
Your faithfulness and overflowing

love in their lives.

The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.
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\ig EXperiencing God beyond measure

The entire stay of students in the UCA Retreat gave them the opportunity to draw them near to God while reflecting His goodness in their lives. They
also had the opportunity to bond with their classmates and teachers through group games and group devotions. Students summarize their experience

as one of a kind as they share their joy and fullfilment in the UCA Retreat.

"I experienced a lot. | felt very emotional. | was
very overwhelmed during the programs. | felt
God's presence all over me. Thinking
about it now, I'm being emotional. And now,

| feel really grateful na nakilala ko si Lord and

I joined the retreat. "

Justin STohlae Batvotry

Grade 8

Students created new friendships
during the retreat.

"Ang best experience ko sa retreat ay iyong
sa second day kasi nag-preach si
Ptr. James about forgiveness and at
the same time, na-forgive ko na iyong

tao na matagal ko nang hindi ginagawa
kaya I'm so grateful. " ,

A7

Grade 10

/ "First time kong mag-retreat and mas
nakilala ko si Lord dahil sa mga pastor. Tapos
sa mga laro, nag-enjoy ako kasi may kasama

akong ibang schoolmate. Mas marami
pa akong nakilala."

Grade T

What | learned during the retreat is the value
and importance of having a relationship with
God. Kasi without God, magulo ang buhay
natin. We cannot function well. I've learned the
importance of it. Mag-focus ka sa relationship mo sa
Lord. Not only will you have success in life, magkakaroon ka ng
peace na hindi nabibigay ng mundong ito. Natutuwa
rin ako not only dahil sa bonding sa mga kaklase ko
pero natutuwa rin ako sa perspectives at insights
na binibigay nila about sa mga topic dito.

Students made wonderful memories |
with their classmates throughout the
retreat.

Psalm 68:19-20 (NK3JV)

"My best experience from this retreat were both
the games, and praise and worship. | learned a lot
more about God, Jesus, and Christianity. The
games were very enjoyable. Everyone
is so friendly and welcoming. It's very
comfortable. It's not hard to adjust.

Contagious smiles are painted on their
Jaces upon having fellowship with each

"My best experience sa retreat ay ang Amazing

Race kasi ang dami kong nakilala

na bagong kaibigan. Mas lalo kong

nakilala si Lord dahil sa retreat kasi
sobrang saya at nakaka-overwhelm din

kapag nagwo-worship and praise.”

Grade 9

Mahirap lang umakyat sa Trail 3."

Fessien hlioe Crbigos

Grade 7

/_/ "Masaya po ako. May joy, comfort at peace.
Lahat ng magandang feeling na-experience ko

rito. Ipinag-pray ko po na maranasan ko Siya at
naranasan ko po Siya. Siya lang po ang
naging focus ko ngayong gabi."

Grade 7

"Before pa po mag-start ang session, nagsabi
po si Ptr. Ryan sa amin na mag-pray at mag-ask
kay Lord kung anong dapat gawin. Nag-strike sa
puso ko na mag-pray. Noong nag-pray ako, may word na

ibinigay sa akin si Lord: 'l did not call you just to play, but | called
you because | have something for you." Before retreat mga
two weeks ago, hindi po talaga ako okay. May mga problema
at nalilito ako. Ang pakiramdam ko ay sobrang gulo. Noong
nag-start nang mag-pray si Ptr. James by small group na
mag-confess, magpatawad at humingi ng tawad, nag-
pray ako at humingi ng tawad sa Lord sa mga maling
nagawa ko at ang mga nakagawa rin sa akin ng mali ay
pinatawad ko rin po sila. After po noon, nagpatawag

si Ptr. James sa harapan at doon nag-start na
kumanta kami. Habang kumakanta kami,
naramdaman ko jyong sobrang gaan
na pakiramdam na jyong dinadala ko
noong past two weeks, nawala sila lahat."

1Ist Year College

other.

19praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. 2° Our God is a God who saves; from the Sovereign

LORD comes escape from death.
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